Paul’s Love for the Jews
&

God’s love for the Jews
Romans 9:1-13
1. How do you respond emotionally when people reject the gospel?
How did Paul react when Jews reject Christ? Do you fall short of
Paul’s example? Why? What steps can you take to develop a heart
of compassion for the lost?

2. How far would you go to save the lost? Paul admitted that he was
so desperate to save the lost Jews that he was willing to even
surrender his eternal life with Christ so they might be saved! In
the realm of possibility, what would you be willing to surrender in
order to save the lost? What is the hardest thing for you to give
up? Right now, what are you holding on to at the expense of
evangelizing the lost?

3. Read Jeremiah 9:1 and 13:15-17. What is Jeremiah’s response to
Israel’s sin? What specifically does Jeremiah accuse Israel of being
and doing that causes his grief?

4. Write down all of Israel’s privileges found in verses 4 and 5.

5. Suppose a member of a non Biblical religion comes to your door.
You begin to discuss with him the person of Jesus Christ and you
are challenged to prove his deity (that He is God). Using verse 5
and at least 2 other passages, write down what you would say to
him.

6. The Jews were privileged in many ways. Jews were tempted to
view these privileges as items giving them rank in God’s eyes.
Paul himself was “circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews…”
(Philippians 3:5). What are some of the privileges that you might
be tempted to claim, giving you special rank with God? According
to Philippians 3:7 and 8, what is surpassing all this in value?

7. What did Paul mean in verse 6 when he said that “they are not all
Israel who are descended from Israel?” According to verse 8,
2:28-29, and Philippians 3:3, who is the true Israel?

8. Verse 6- Why could some accuse the word of God of failing? How
does Paul defend the Word of God against this accusation in the
following verses?

9. Verse 11 introduces the doctrine of election, God’s sovereign choice
to save men. Why did Paul mention the fact that Rebekah’s twins
were not born when God chose Jacob and not Esau?

10. The doctrine of election is a hard subject for our mortal minds to
grasp. What is it about election that confuses you the most? Write
down any questions you have about the topic. Why do you think
that some people have a hard time accepting this teaching?

11. In verse 13, Paul quotes Malachi 1:2, 3 where God says, “Jacob I
loved but Esau I hated.” How does this affect your view of God? Is
God unfair? [For the answer, preview next week’s lesson in the
rest of chapter nine.]

Suggested Memory Verse:
For I could wish that I myself were accursed, separated from Christ,
for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.
(Romans 9:3)

