Social Laws
Deuteronomy 21:1-26:19
Study Guide
Over the last couple of weeks, we have been studying specific laws of
conduct that God gave to Israel. These specific Laws were a detailed guide of how
they should keep the Ten Commandments in everyday life. They provide a
structure to insure that the children of Israel actively loved God and their
neighbor.
God has already given specific laws on how to honor him through worship
and how to honor him through civil government. Here, God gives detailed
instruction on how they can honor Him in matters of everyday life and conduct.
A casual reading of these chapters may lead the reader to think that it is just
a list of various and unrelated topics: lost property, unacceptable clothing, city
planning, agricultural guidelines, sexual conduct, marital problems, public health,
and the list continues. However, when read more carefully, the overall theme is
unmistakable. Because God’s character is completely generous, just, and loving,
no one ought to live a life that is selfish and careless toward one’s neighbors. Man
must imitate God and practice responsible love in society.

Day 1
Read Deuteronomy 21:1-23
1. God knew that His people, who were sinful people living in a sinful world
would be faced with hard circumstances and tragedies. This passage
regulates how Israel is to respond in the midst of such unfortunate
circumstances. List the 5 troubling situations that God gives instruction
concerning.
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2. Verses 1-9 indicate that people are their brother’s keepers. Criminals are
personally responsible for their crime, but not solely. Murderers grow up in
families and in communities who are responsible for their upbringing, their
education, and their instruction from God’s Law. If a murder was
unsolvable, what were the people living in the closest city to the crime
scene commanded to do?

3. Throughout history, invading nations have exposed captured women to
inhumane degradation. God’s people were to do no such thing. Love and
respect must be shown, even to their enemies. Give a summary of what
Israel was to do with such captives.

4. In verses 15-17, God envisions a situation where the firstborn son could
potentially loose his entitled inheritance because His mother is not the
favorite wife. What does God say must be done in this case?
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5. What were the elders of Israel to do if a son was disobedient to his parents?
How does this relate to question two?

6. In verses 22 and 23, we see that the bodies of cursed sinners were not to
pollute the land. To be hanged on a tree was a death associated with a
curse and was reserved for the most heinous sinners. Read Galatians 3:1314. What kind of death did Christ die? Why is this significant?

7. Thank God for being deeply concerned with humanitarian affairs. Thank
Him for not leaving you to you own selfish devises which will harm those
around you and ultimately destroy you. Be grateful for His instruction,
which shows that godliness is loving friend and enemy alike. Obey the
principles learned in this passage and take a responsible interest in others.
You have a responsibility to warn your erring brothers.
Finally, praise God for Christ Jesus who died a sinner’s death so that you
could live an eternal life.
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Day 2
Read Deuteronomy 22:1-30
1. Continuing with the theme of being a responsible neighbor, God gives a
commandment regarding how to care for other’s personal property. What
example does God give in the first four verses of this passage to show that
He does not have a “finders keepers, losers weepers” attitude?

Deuteronomy 22:5 A woman shall not wear anything that pertains to a
man, nor shall a man put on a woman’s garment. Gender-distinctions are
part of God’s plan and must be kept. Sexual promiscuity, homosexuality, and
transvestite practices were common practices of the Canaanites. This law that
Israel abstain from wearing clothes and jewelry which was the cultural norm of
the opposite sex, would insure their separateness from such pagan rituals.

2. Surely there must be more to verses 6-8 than God’s concern for birds and
architecture. How do these verses follow the theme of being a responsible
citizen to others in society?
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In verses 13-30 we find six laws concerning sexual misconduct. These laws
emphasize that God’s plan is that sex be shared between a man and a woman
within the confines of the marriage relationship. God put these laws in place
to protect the sanctity of sex and to protect women from being taken
advantage of in a male dominated society. For a man to commit sexual sin
with a woman was and is the extreme opposite of loving her.

3. A husband must not quickly accuse his bride of having sex outside of
marriage, for in doing so, he would ruin her reputation. In order to keep
this from happening, what did God charge the husband to do if he falsely
charged his bride? What was to happen to the bride if his charge was
correct?

4. If a man had sex with a woman who was married to someone else, what was
the punishment to be?

5. If a man had sex with a woman who was betrothed to someone else, what
was the punishment if this occurred in the city? What if it occurred in the
country? Why is there a difference in punishment?
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Deuteronomy 22:28-29 she shall be his wife. Under the Mosaic Law, couples who
were guilty of engaging in premarital sex had to marry. This law protects women from
being taken advantage of. In that culture, men did not want to marry a woman who
was not a virgin (see 22:13-21). The only men who had to marry virgins were Levites,
but the cultural stigma ran through all the tribes. A single, unmarriageable woman
would be destined for a life of poverty in such a male dominated society. God’s law
forces men to take responsibility for their mistreatment of women and care for them as
their husband if they defile them.
Couples today are not under this law and have no responsibility to marry each
other if they engage in premarital sex. Women today have many opportunities to earn
income and the social stigma of being unmarriageable is not as prevalent. However,
the principle of male responsibility is still relevant. If a pregnancy results, men must
take financial responsibility to make sure that the full weight of the consequences of his
actions does not fall on the woman alone. However, even in this situation, marriage is
not required.

6. We so often fail to think how our selfish actions will affect the society around
us. Pray that God would forgive you of the many times that you sin against
people because of your self-centered behavior. Thank Him for rules which
restrain you from hurting those whom you should love. Commit to never
taking advantage of another person by sexually using them to fulfill your
own desires. Pray for you children: that God will provide them with a godly
mate whom they can give their entire self to in a pure, loving, and sacrificial
way.

Day 3
Read Deuteronomy 23:1-24:4
1. What four classes of people were not permitted to enter the assembly of the
Lord in worship before God’s presence?
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2. Verses 9-11 give laws concerning personal hygiene and 12-13 give laws
concerning public health. Each solider must be clean and each camp must
have appropriate toilet facilities. While these laws would definitely protect
the camp from disease, what specific reason does God give for such laws?

3. The above law, which emphasizes God’s holiness, is followed by a law which
emphasizes His mercy. What is this law and why do you think God gave it?

4. Verses 21-23 say that men must perform that which they have promised.
Every promise is binding, whether or not you place your left hand on a Bible
with your right hand raised. Can you think of any promises that you have
made, either to God or to man, that you still have not fulfilled? What are
they? When and how are you going to start on the path to keeping your
word?

Deuteronomy 24:1-4 Divorce God does not command, commend, or
condone divorce. However, He knows that men, because of their hard hearts,
will divorce and therefore He sets rules regulating such an act. The regulation
given here protects the woman. Israelite men were to be different from the
surrounding nations. They could not simply trade in one wife for another
when they grew tired of her cooking. There had to be real tangible reasons
for a divorce. If those reasons were there, they still could not send their wife
away unless they had official papers drawn up. These official papers also
insured that the husband’s reasons for divorce were valid. A third deterrent
would be the law against remarrying her. If a man divorced his wife, he may
never have her again. This would definitely make a man think twice before
getting rid of his mate.
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5. Thank God for His commands to Israel and the insight that they give you
into the mind of God. Notice these general principles and how they should
affect your behavior.
(1) God did not want those coming before His presence to be those who had
mistreated His people or bore the mutilations associated with idolatrous
worship. Therefore, do not sin against others and expect to be able to come
before God in acceptable worship.
(2) God wanted the camp to be clean from impurities so He would not see them
as He walked among them. From this you can worship God for His
omnipresence which is always with you, His omnipotence which protects you
from harm, and His omniscience which always sees you and knows what you
are doing. May these truths be a huge deterrent from private sins.
(3) God’s laws concerning promises show us that He is a God of truth who
always keeps His Word.
(4) His laws concerning runaway slaves and divorce show that God is a helper
of the helpless.
Worship Him for the attributes of greatness which you can only look at in
amazement, and worship Him for the attributes of goodness which you too
can imitate.

Day 4
Read Deuteronomy 24:5-25:19
1. The laws in this section protect newly married couples (25:5), debtors
(24:6, 10-13, 17), vulnerable people (24:7), community health (24:8-9),
employees (24:14-15), the innocent (24:16), the weak (24:17-22),
offenders (25:1-3), and even animals (25:4). Write out, in a couple of
sentences, truths about God’s character based upon these laws. How will
these truths about God’s character affect how you daily live?
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2. Why was Israel to leave some of their crops in their fields and some of the
fruit on their trees? What does God remind them of as motivation to do
this?

3. In today’s business world, many will do anything and everything to increase
the profit margin. Employees may get wages and benefits slashed or
perhaps consumers will get an inferior product. Based upon the principles
found in this passage, what will your response be when you are faced with
making more money or taking care of people? Read Matthew 6:19-34.
What should be the ultimate goal of every business man, farmer, employee,
or employer?

4. What was a man to do if His married brother died childless? Why? What if
he didn’t?
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Deuteronomy 25:12 Cut off her hand. This punishment may seem severe.
However, one must keep several contextual issues in mind. First, God views
the human body with dignity and sanctity. Men and women are not free to
use their bodies to inflict harm on their neighbors. Second, God views
womanhood with dignity and sanctity. He has several laws which protect
them from being used or mistreated. With this honor comes responsibility. A
woman must not to use her protected status to hurt men. A man would never
be permitted to hit a woman; therefore, he was totally defenseless in such a
fight. God sees this as a very unfair and one-sided battle. Thirdly, God views
human life with dignity and sanctity. Such an action against a man,
regardless of where the fault lay, could rob a man of the ability to produce a
family. In that culture, this was probably the worst thing which could happen
to a man. The fact that there is no recorded incident of this situation or
punishment ever occurring shows that God’s Law was sufficient as a deterrent
to protect the sanctity of men, women, and future children.
What principles may we glean from such an incident? We can learn
that the end does not justify the means. It is possible to do the right thing in
the wrong way. It is commendable for a wife to want to protect her husband,
but she is not given the freedom to use unlimited force. Neighbors are not to
act indifferently to the needs of others, even during a fight.

5. What did the Amalekites do to Israel? How will God punish them for this
action? How should this affect the way that our nation deals with Israel and
how you personally deal with Jewish people?

6. Pray that God will help you be a friend to the friendless and a helper to the
helpless. Ask Him to help you identify those people around you who are in tough
situations. Make yourself available to be used by Him to give them hope.
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Day 5
Read Deuteronomy 26:1-19
1. Summarize what Israel was to do with the first produce of the ground of the
promise land.

2. What did God want these actions to teach the people? How can you apply
these principles?

3. What did Israel commit to do on the day when God commanded them to
observe His law?
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4. God said that if Israel would keep His commandments, He would place them
high above the other nations in what three areas?

5. If you are a believer, you too are chosen by God to be part of His chosen
people. Read 1 Peter 2:9-12. Because of your position as a member of
God’s chosen people, what is your proper response to be based upon this
passage?

6. Thank God for His choice of you. Thank Him for Christ who died for the
Church and called them to be a sanctified people which would proclaim His
goodness. Ask God to help you walk worthy of the position He has called
you to.
Remember, the church does not replace Israel. They too are God’s people
and He will call them back to Himself. Pray for Israel - that their unbelieving
hearts would be turned back to the God who did such marvelous things for
them.
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